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Part 1: Non-fiction 
Section A: Reading 

Spend around 20 minutes on this section. 
Q.1.A. Read this text (an extract from an informative text), then answer the 

questions. 
 

1. Give two factual details about the Mary Celeste’s planned voyage from 

paragraph 1           (2) 
 

• _______________________________________________________________ 

• _______________________________________________________________ 

2. Give one word that means ‘stormy’ from paragraph 1.                            (1) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Explain, using your own words, the effect of describing the Mary Celeste as a  
‘ghost ship’ (line 12).                                                                                         (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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4. a. ‘Thus, one of the most famous maritime mysteries in history was born’ (line 

13). What literary technique is used here? Tick (✓) one box.                 (1) 
 

hyperbole  alliteration  personification  simile   

b. Give one word from paragraph 3 that means ‘a problem that is difficult to solve’. 

(1) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

5. a. Explain, using your own words, why it is unlikely that the ship’s cargo caused 

an explosion according to paragraph 3. (The riddle…. Life boat)   (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

b. Explain why the phrase ‘this theory did not hold water either’ (line 20) is an effective 

choice of language in this text.                              (1)     
 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Explain, using your own words, what the writer means by ‘a shadowy past’           

(line 24).            (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why is the final paragraph (The question remains… Mary Celeste?) effective in 
terms of the structure of the whole text?       (1)   
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why was the ship renamed?  Give 2 reasons.      (2) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________   

9. Which theory about Mary Celeste do you find more persuading? Why?  (2)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

10. a. Complete the ‘If clause’.         (1) 

If I had travelled in Mary Celeste, ______________________________________  

b. Identify the subordinate clause in the sentence.     (1) 

The Mary Celeste had a shadowy past, which had already earned the vessel a 
negative reputation. 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

c. Form a sentence using modal auxiliary ‘must’ showing compulsion.   (1) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

11. Summarize the extract in 70 words.                                                                            (3) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



Section B: Writing 
Spend around 20 minutes on this section. 

Q.1. B. Write a speech for your class about why it is important to travel.      (20) 

• You should consider: 

• why people enjoy travelling. 

• what people can learn from experiencing different cultures 

• which countries you would like to travel to and why.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Write your speech. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Part 2: Fiction 
Section A: Reading 

Spend around 20 minutes on this section. 
Q.2.A. Read the extract 1 from The Red-Headed League and answer the following 

questions.  
 

1. What does the word “florid-faced” suggest about Mr. Jabez Wilson’s 

appearance?           (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

2. Comment on the intelligence of Mr. Sherlock Holmes by quoting evidences from 

the extract.                                                                                                                  (2) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

3. How does the sudden mention of “The Red-Headed League” change the 

direction of the conversation?         (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________   

4. Write any two conventions of detective fiction used in the extract.   (2)  

• __________________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________________ 

5. Make notes on the titles in your own words.                (2) 

a. The assistant of Jabez Wilson__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



b. The Red- Headed League _____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

6. How does Mr. Wilson’s description of his struggling business evoke sympathy 
from the reader?                                                                  (2)            
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

7. Using the knowledge of morphology, guess the meaning of the word ‘blazing’ 
(line 4).                                                                                                                           (1)  
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

8. Write down any one deduction about Mr. Jabez Wilson by Holmes along with its 
detailed explanation.          (2) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

9. Use the phrases in your own sentence.       (2) 

a. Laughed heavily 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

b. Considerable amount of 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



10. What shows that the red-headed league was suspicious? Provide evidence from 

the extract.            (2)        
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

11. What structural technique is used in the extract throughout?   (1) 

Denouement.   Flash-forward.      

Change of chronology.                     Foreshadowing.     

12. Complete the portmanteau:        (2)   

a. Costume + Roleplay = _______________   

b. Friend + Enemy =   _______________ 

 

Section B: Writing   

Q.2. B. Turn the Extract 2 (Q2. A)  into a Play Script considering the following points: (10)  

• Write the names of the characters 

• Add stage directions 

• Add extra dialogues if required  
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Extract (Grade 8) 

Q.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.2. 

 


