
 

 

 

 

Section I – Non-Fiction 

Q.1.a. Read the text below (an extract from an online article), then answer        

questions 1–6. 
 

1. Look at the headline. Who is this article aimed at?      (1) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Identify a structural technique used in the first two lines and explain why it is 

effective.            (2) 
 

Structural technique: ________________________________________________ 

Effect: ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Explain, using your own words, what ‘open invitation’ means in line 4.  (1) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the main purpose of paragraph 2 (lines 8–12)? Tick (✓) one box.  (1) 

• to show that cooking encourages children to eat well  

• to suggest that cooking together improves family life  

• to outline the educational benefits of cooking  

• to persuade more children to take up cooking  
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5. What does ‘cooking is a survival skill’ mean in line 13?     (1) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

a. List the benefits that children gain from cooking mentioned in paragraphs 3 

and 4 (lines 13–24).          (2) 
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

b. Write a summary of up to 50 words about the benefits children gain when they 

learn to cook. Include five points from your list. Use your own words as far as 

possible.            (3) 
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What do you mean by ‘self-esteem’ in the last paragraph?    (1)  

__________________________________________________________________ 

7. ’As they got a little older, they were cracking eggs and decorating cupcakes and 

before I knew it my kids were competing with each other to see who could make 

the best salad and dressing.’         (2) 
 

a. Identify a structural feature in the above given statement. 

_______________________________________________________________ 



b. Explain how language is used to create impact upon the readers about the kids 

growing old.  
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Identify one fact and one opinion in the given text.     (2) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

9. Pick out one word from passage which means ‘try to manage independently’ from 

lines 13 -15.            (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

10. Language study           (3) 

a. ‘Cooking is a survival skill.’ Identify the non- finite verb. 

________________________________________________________________ 

b. Pick out a relative clause from the extract. 

________________________________________________________________ 

c. ‘Experimenting in the kitchen can be fun.’ Identify the word class of the 

underlined word. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

Writing (10) 

Q.1.b. Write a speech to be delivered in your school assembly to persuade the students 

about the importance of eating healthy food. You should write three paragraphs. You 

could consider:             
 

• why it is important to eat healthily 

• your favourite healthy foods 

• how families can eat healthily together.  
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Section II – Fiction 

Q.2.a. Read the extract from ‘The Journey Within’ by Annelise Heurtier and answer the 
following questions. 
 

1. Suggest two ways that the writer uses structure to show Aveleen’s feelings in 

paragraph 7 (lines 36-37). Give a clear example from the text for each      

suggestion.            (2) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Identify the main cause of Aveleen’s frustration in paragraph 1.    (1) 

• She was travelling without boots.  

• She might die of thirst. 

• She was tired of the journey.  

• The mountain was followed by it desert. 
 

3. Give two pieces of evidence from paragraph 6 that it is a fantasy story.  (2) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. ‘Just ahead the lake in the mountain’s crater sparkled like a patch of sky that had 

fallen from the heavens.’ Explain one way that the writer uses language in these 

lines to show the magical nature of the lake, Aveleen is passing through.  (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Suggest what effect is created by the words, ‘howl of rage’ (line 29). What does it 

suggest about Aveleen’s feelings?        (2) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



6. Make notes on one external and one internal challenge faced by Aveleen.  (2) 

a. Internal - _______________________________________________________ 

b. External - _______________________________________________________ 

7. Explain what technique is used in the last paragraph to end this chapter. What 

effect does it create on the reader?        (2) 
 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is the significance of ‘a chasm’ in this chapter?  What does it symbolise? (1) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________   

9. ‘A swoosh of wings cut short her cries.’ Explain the language feature used to show 

what effect it creates upon the readers.      (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How the appearance of the crow changes the mood of the story at this point? (2) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

11. Pick out one word from the lines 21 -25 which means,’ a loud low dull continuous 

noise’.            (1) 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

12. Language study.           (3) 

a. Pick out an adverb clause from the extract. 

________________________________________________________________ 



b. ‘Something in its eyes made her deeply suspicious.’ Turn into passive voice. 

________________________________________________________________ 

c. Complete the ‘If conditional’. 

If I had been Aveleen, ______________________________________________ 

 

Section B: Writing 

Q.2.b. Write the opening of a fantasy story set in a land where there are magical 

creatures in about 300 – 350 words.         (20) 
 

You could include:  

• other features of fantasy stories  

• a description of the land and its effect on your central character  

• figurative language to make your story interesting.          
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Extract (Grade 8) 

Q.1.a. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.2.a. 

 

 


